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Update on FAQ's work: Voluntary Code of Conduct for
the sustainable use and management of plastics in agriculture

Glulia Carcasci, Agricultural Plastics and Sustainability Specialist
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN

Giulia, Carcasciffan.org ;
B0 Fosd and Agricuiture Organication
@ of the United Nations
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THE PROBLEM WITH PLASTICS USED [UNSUSTAINABLY] IN
AGRICULTURE

Figura 1&: Estimated annual quantities of agricultural plastics usad globally

Sources Data summanzed from P e

™ =
@% : eyt
10.2 2

millicn tennes

Crops & livesteck

Forestry
0.2 million tonnas

S0Y facd and Agriulture Organiaation
of the United Matiom




INF/TE/IDP/RD/156

-3 -

1715t FAO COUNCIL, December 2022

= (k) Encouraged FAO to undertake further scientific and evidence-
based assessments related to the distribution, benefits, trade-offs and
risks of plastics for agricultural use and their alternatives, to address
knowledge gaps;

= () Underscored the need for improved intersectoral collaboration
and governance to address plastic use throughout agrifood systems,
and subject to the evidence-based assessment referred fo in sub-
paragraph k) to develop, within FAQ"s mandate, a Voluntary Code of
Conduct on the sustainable use of plastics in agriculture;

= {m) Encouraged FAO to support deliberations of the
intergovernmental negotiating committee (INC) on plastic poliution to
develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution.
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THE VOLUNTARY CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE SUSTAINABLE USE AND
MANAGEMENT OF PLASTICS IN AGRICULTURE

VCoC objectives are 1o present a sel of sclence-based guiding principles for responsible practices; offera
framework for developing strategies, policies, and programmes. and foster cooperaticn among stakeholders, and
facilitate knowledge dissemination, development of alternative practices, and research

The VCol Is voluntary and non-egally-binding and global in scope
The VCol closely adheres to and complements other FAQ voluntary instruments,

The YCoC focuses on the sustainable use and management of plastics and their alternatives in primary
agrifood production, including crop, livestock, aquaculture, and fisheries operations

The VCol addresses the life cycle of plastic products used in agriculture, from design and manufacturing to
end oflife management, but does not include recommendations for raw material extraction, precessing, distribution,
or retail packaging.

VCoC is directed towards: Governments (naticnal and subnational), agrifocd producers, stakeholders along the
plastic value chaln, and other non-governmental actors.

WG - infmnal
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TRADE PROVISIONS IN THE DRAFT VOLUNTARY CODE OF
CONDUCT (UNDER CONSULTATIONS)

While trade-related measures are not a major focus of the VCoC
(Members are yet to agree on a specific trade article), six proposed
actions in the MC13 Ministerial Statement are highly relevant to a number
of articles in the Code, including transparency, monitoring and
understanding of trade flows, promotion of cooperative and effective trade-
related policies or measures to address the environmental, social and
human health impacts and leakages of plastics, and trade-related
measures relevant to plastic alternatives.

WATC - intmenal

UPDATE ON THE INTERNATIONAL LEGALLY BINDING INSTRUMENT
ON PLASTIC POLLUTION, INCLUDING IN THE MARINE
ENVIRONMENT

Sectoral approaches

isi i ) .
& provision o establish are now mentioned in

dedicated

Zera draft of the global

programmes of work
o support the

multiple articles:
products design and

;ij;i‘;iztﬁrﬁ:%ep 3023 implementation of the f:rmn::r:né;;i:_au“'
& During INC-3, ﬁﬂ :ﬁ::lllg:,tlmm::;g; E}i extended Pmdl.;cer
- delegates proposed na responsibility;

multiple textual
submissions

andlor product groups:
packaging: fisheries
and aquaculture;
agriculture; and
texiiles

preventing emissions
and releases of plastic;
waste management;
and plastic pollution
remediation




INF/TE/IDP/RD/156

-5-

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR ATTENTION

Fosd and Agticulture Orgasization
ol th Unied Hations

WO - intmnal

KEY MESSAGES: MULTI-STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATIONS

Urgency of tackling unsustainable use of plastics in agriculture and its adverse effects on
the environment and soil health

Recognition of both benefits and trade-offs, considering the environmental, social, and
economic dimensions of sustainability

Importance of a holistic approach, including the whole plastics life-cycle, with both
upstream and downstream measures

Biodegradable alternatives show potential, but careful assessments are needed

Engagement of all relevant stakeholders, including farmers, foresters and forest
producers and workers, fisherfolk
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PLASTICS USED IN FISHERY

= Fishery and aguaculture gear made of plastic materials
can be hazardous or problematic when they get lost,
abandoned or discarded at sea.

= Abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear
{ALDFG) can cause negative impacts to the marine
envirenment and its biodiversity, food security and livelihoods,
safety at sea and contributes to plastic pollution.

«The Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing Gear,
are the only existing policy instrument and endorsed by the
FAC Committee on Fisheries that provide guidance to
fisheries authorities on how to prevent and reduce ALDFG and
its impacts.




