
Symposium on WTO Reform

Office of Trade Negotiations, Taipei, Taiwan

The WTO is facing perhaps its biggest challenge yet since its

establishment 23 years ago. Rising trade tensions between major

members threaten the very existence of the organization. WTO members

continually call for institutional reform and the update of trade rules, to

address trade issues of the 21st century, such as trade-distorting policies of

developed and developing nations, and challenges to the dispute

settlement body.

This symposium aims to provide a platform for a dialogue between

the Taiwanese international trade community and international scholars

on major WTO reform issues, in order to raise awareness of WTO reform

issues in Taiwan, and to perhaps make a contribution to WTO reform. We

are pleased to have been able to invite three scholars with global

reputation in the field of international trade law from the US, EU and

Japan, to share their views on major WTO reform issues and possible

developments.

In response to the WTO crisis, the EU and Canada have recently

submitted proposals on reform and modernization of the WTO. These

proposals address certain concerns raised by the United States as well as

major systemic and substantive issues that have been encountered since

the establishment of the WTO. These proposals will serve as a starting

point for this symposium.

Date Tuesday, 11 December 2018, 9:00-15:00

Venue Room 401, NTUH International Convention Center

(台大醫院國際會議中心)

No. 2, Xuzhou Road, Zhongzheng District, Taipei City

Organizer Office of Trade Negotiations, Executive Yuan

Co-organizer WTO & RTA Center, Chung Hua Institution for Economic Research



Agenda

Time Theme and Speaker

8:30-9:00 Registration

9:00-9:10 Opening

Keynote Speaker: Trade Representative John C.C. Deng

9:10-9:30 “Is the WTO Over-legalized? Systemic Reasons for the Crisis

and Possible Ways Out” (TBC)

Speaker : Professor Joost Pauwelyn

9:30-9:50 “WTO Reform in Context: FTAs, National Security, and

Three Specific Crises – Tentative Thoughts for Taiwan”

Speaker: Professor Raj Bhala

9:50-10:10 (Topic: TBD)

Speaker: Professor Akihiko Tamura

Coffee Break (10:10-10:30)

10:30-12:00 Roundtable Discussion 1 and Q&A

Moderator: Honorable Justice Lo Chang-Fa

Lunch (12:00-13:00)

13:00-15:00 Roundtable Discussion 2

(General Discussion on specific WTO reform issues)

Moderator: Honorable Justice Lo Chang-Fa

* The conference will be conducted in English. Simultaneous interpretation will be available.

* We reserve the right to make any changes in the program.


